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Introduction to the Seventeen Stories 
 
It’s actually been a couple of years since Matt “Fish” McFeeley and David “Gris” Gray 
and I were sitting around and came up with the idea to share our ten favorite short 
stories with each other.  Gris made his list relatively quickly and printed out a packet for 
Fish, which I believe he still has to this day.  And I dallied on making my own list, only 
becoming re-inspired recently upon reading a new story and thinking to myself:  That 
has to make the top ten!  (And so it did, at #10.)  Fish joked that it would be pointless 
to reprint Tim O’Brien’s “How to Tell a True War Story” ten times.  (This story 
narrowly missed inclusion with this compilation.) 
 
In any case, as you can see, I found it difficult to restrict myself to ten stories.  After all, 
seventeen is my favorite number.  And at a certain point, the exercise’s point is equal 
parts to rank a top ten (which this expanded compilation does achieve) and to showcase 
the most memorable and profound stories experienced in a lifetime of reading.  And 
indeed, this latter may be the larger purpose behind the effort.  Thus, the prime criterion 
in selection was to choose stories that had most deeply impacted me in both the course of 
reading them and especially in my days to follow.  This not only makes it easy to compile 
these stories (they can easily be recalled), but often the test of time is the best judge of a 
good short story. 
 
The best short stories are ghosts.  They follow one around, haunting and affecting one’s 
mindset for years to come.  They’re waiting for you around street corners, behind people 
you meet, over your bed when you go to sleep.  These stories have all played that role in 
my life (with the exception of the new one, whose haunting season has only just begun).  
No doubt I will be chided for the extremely healthy portion of Ray Bradbury stories, but 
there’s a reason he’s my favorite author.  Six of the reasons are herein included. 
 
Please note that all these stories are copyrighted by their respective authors or estates.  
This is a much more efficient way of compiling them and presenting them to everyone 
than copying on actual paper, though you should print on your own if you prefer to curl 
up and read instead of staring at the screen.  But please don’t spread this URL around 
too far so that I get in trouble with the copyright police.  I have the deepest respect for 
these authors and don’t want to steal from them.  But until I’m an author that people are 
expecting to compile short stories for republication and public consumption, this’ll have 
to do. 
 

-Storey Clayton 
Berkeley, California 

15 June 2008 
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